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Jonathan is a KC practicing in the fields of public law / judicial review, local
government, education law, community care, healthcare law, mental capacity, and
disciplinary law. He also regularly undertakes investigations on behalf of public sector
clients. Throughout his practice he has been recommended by the legal directories as
a leading practitioner in five categories: administrative and public law, local
government law, community care education law, and mental capacity / Court of
Protection.

Jonathan is co-author of OUP's highly-rated text on public law, Judicial Review:
Principles and Procedure (2nd ed forthcoming 2025), as well as writing for the White
Book, Phipson on Evidence, and the LexisNexis Education Law Handbook. Jonathan
is a former member of the Attorney General's A-panel of advocates.

Jonathan is originally from Australia, where he graduated with first class honours,
before completing a BCL and D.Phil at Magdalen College, Oxford. Prior to coming to
the bar he worked in Australia as a solicitor and as a judicial assistant in Australia’s
highest court, the High Court of Australia, and in the UK as judicial assistant to Lord
Woolf MR.
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Expertise

Investigations, Public Inquiries, Inquests

Jonathan has experience of representing public bodies in major national public
inquiries. Most recent public inquiries worked on are -

» the Covid Inquiry (leading counsel for a Central Government Department); and

o the Infected Blood Inquiry.

Jonathan has undertaken a number of complex investigations on behalf of public
bodies, including local authority independent person investigations. He recently
conducted the following investigations:

 investigation carried out on behalf of Waltham Forest Council into allegations in
the Evening Standard against local councillors;

 investigation into alleged serious financial wrongdoing by the senior leaders of a
large social services authority;

 investigation into complaints of race and sex discrimination against the Chief
Executive and other senior leader of a local authority, the complaints brought by
two senior officers;

 investigation into complaints of race and sex discrimination and bullying against
the CEO of a high-profile national charity.

He has represented a range of public bodies in inquests. Recent inquest work
includes

e inquest into death of a man discharged from section 3 MHA detention with family
unaware of discharge; and

» acted for a local social services authority in a three-week jury inquest into the
death of a man with significant learning disabilities and subject to DOLS, which led
to a rider of neglect against the health trust.

Achievements

News, Articles & Publications
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Auburn, Moffett and Sharland, Uudicial Review: Principles and Procedure’ (OUP, 1st ed 2013, 2nd ed forthcoming 2023)
Civil Procedure (“the White Book"), editor (ongoing)

Phipson on Evidence, contributor (ongoing)

Education and the Courts, contributor, 3rd edition (2012, Jordans)

Atkins Court Forms, Disclosure volume (co-author, ongoing)

Legal Professional Privilege, Law and Theory (1999, Hart)

Recommendations

"Jonathan’s advice and pleadings are impressive."” Chambers and Partners

“He is very clever.” Chambers and Partners

“Jonathan is a considered advocate who is very personable and a pleasure to work with.” Chambers and Partners
"Jonathan is a genuine education specialist.” Chambers and Partners

"He has a fantastic understanding of education law and is really great at dealing with clients.” Chambers and Partners
"He is tactically very astute, with great instincts.” Chambers and Partners

"Jonathan has a very conciliatory approach.” Chambers and Partners

"He gives great practical advice.” Chambers and Partners

“"He works incredibly hard...and he is easy to work with.” Chambers and Partners

"He has a straightforward, no-nonsense approach and is excellent with clients — he guides them through the process and
makes witnesses feel at ease.” Chambers and Partners

“With his immense knowledge and advocacy skills he can demolish the arguments put forward by the other
side.” Chambers and Partners

"He is extremely hard-working, has very good judgement and is very client-friendly.” Chambers and Partners
“Very pragmatic and extremely knowledgeable.” Chambers and Partners

"He is fantastic and offers incisive approaches to the legal analysis of cases.” Chambers and Partners
"Jonathan is excellent and very experienced in acting for local authorities.” Chambers and Partners

“Jonathan is extremely knowledgeable and very pragmatic, and is effective at managing expectations as to the prospect
of success.” Chambers and Partners
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"Very determined with good judgement, and easy to work with"” Legal 500

"He works well in a team and is very commercial” Legal 500

"His paperwork is excellent and he has a good manner in negotiations” Chambers and Partners

"His knowledge of the Care Act is really incredible — he is a specialist in this area” Chambers and Partners
“His written advocacy is clear and persuasive” Chambers and Partners

"He kept things really clear and concise in a very complex case” Chambers and Partners

"He provides clear risk assessments to clients along with a commonsensical, pragmatic view of the legal
position” Chambers and Partners

"He is very thoughtful and his drafting is always clear. He's happy to debate the issues and is a strong team
player” Chambers and Partners

"He does a lot around community care and always presents his arguments attractively” Chambers and Partners
“"Very good at setting out what the law is in complicated cases” Chambers and Partners

"He provides a very clear risk assessment to the client, along with a pragmatic view of the legal position” Chambers and
Partners

“Incredible attention to detail and can pick up on key nuances in the law and explain in a straightforward and simplistic
manner” Legal 500

“"Works well in a team and is very commercial” Legal 500
"He's extremely personable and very good with clients.” Chambers and Partners

“The depth of knowledge and understanding in his various specialist areas of law is impressive. Jonathan fights
tenaciously and fairly, and supports clients with practical and robust advice.” Chambers and Partners

"His depth of knowledge and understanding of the law is very impressive, and he fights tenaciously and fairly. He is very
supportive with clients and provides practical and robust advice.” Chambers and Partners

“Very nice, very collaborative and really knows his stuff. He's very personable” Chambers and Partners
“He is very clear and strong on the law.” Chambers and Partners
"He is bright, personable and very client-friendly.” Chambers and Partners

"He is very experienced, very balanced and a good person to deal with in complex and upsetting cases.” Chambers and
Partners

"He has very good judgement.” Chambers and Parthers
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"Very helpful, knowledgeable and accessible” Legal 500
“impresses” Legal 500

“punchy and precise” Legal 500

"an excellent brain” Legal 500

"Extremely knowledgeable and approachable, and a barrister with good client care skills and a thorough grasp of the law.
He inspires confidence”, “Very efficient, he's extremely quick with the papers and machine-like in turning things around
quickly”, “"He has very good knowledge of community care and is a force to be reckoned with”, “"He covers all the bases,
and if he raises a point, you need to look into it”, also “He has a fantastic knowledge of public law", “Offers pragmatic,
client-friendly advice”, “Very approachable and flexible in the way that he works and has a very good understanding of
clients’ needs” Chambers and Partners

"a real star junior ... excellent” Chambers and Partners

“"He gives very good, practical advice that's easy to understand”, “Clients like his practical attitude, his approachability
and his flexibility”, “Good on his feet, he knows the field inside out, and has the extra advantage of experience acting for
both claimants and local authorities”, “a model junior”, “very competent and on top of the material” Chambers and
Partners

“"a very efficient and very erudite, no-nonsense barrister. He's very good with clients and has a real depth of knowledge”,
"He is excellent on his feet ... He is always available when the client wants to speak to him”, “He will push his points
robustly, and will get results for his client”, “an excellent advocate and a good man to have in your corner”, “Very good at
getting on top of complex cases, his key strength lies in his brilliant and assured cross-examination technique, which has
achieved fantastic results” Chambers and Partners

“very good, handles a lot of major work", “very analytical brain”, “Top pick” "completely committed to the cause and
bursting with energy”, robust”, “a powerful advocate who demonstrates a phenomenally detailed understanding of the
law", "whatever he undertakes, he does a very fine job" “enjoys an excellent profile in the market. His understanding of
the issues facing local authorities is first-rate and he perpetually offers sensible, user-friendly advice” Chambers and
Partners

Education

LLB, University of Western Australia
BCL, Magdalen College, Oxford

D.Phil, Magdalen College, Oxford

Other

Keen follower of the Western Australian cricket team & Arsenal FC.
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