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Joseph Barrett KC was appointed to silk in 2024, after only 15 years in practice. He is
ranked by the professional directories as a leading  KC in the fields of procurement
Band 1 and public and administrative law. Before his appointment, Joseph was for
many years ranked by the professional directories as the “star individualˮ in
procurement law.

Since taking silk, Joseph has been instructed as leading counsel on a number of the
largest and most complex public and regulatory law cases to come before the English
Courts. Recent examples of Josephʼs work include:

The New Lottery Company Ltd v The Gambling Commission 2025 EWHC 486
TCC;  2025 EWHC 1058 TCC; 2025 EWHC 1710 TCC Joseph is leading
counsel for Allwyn, the successful applicant and operator in respect of the fourth
national lottery license, defending Richard Desmondʼs claim for £1.3 billion in
damages and declarations of ineffectiveness in respect of the national lottery
license. The claims are listed for an 8 week High Court trial in September-
November 2025.
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Aubrey Weis v GMCA 2025 CAT 41 Joseph is leading counsel for the appellant,
Mr Weis, in the first case under the Subsidy Control Act 2022 to consider the
‘commercial market operatorʼ principle. The case is currently pending before the
Court of Appeal in early 2026.

Airwave Solutions Limited v Secretary of State for the Home Department,
Secretary of State for Health and Ors 2024 EWHC 3059 Joseph was leading
counsel for Her Majestyʼs Government HMG, leading a 7 member counsel team,
in complex judicial review, procurement and breach of contract claims brought by
Motorola against HMG in respect of the exercise of contractual options to extend
the term of Airwave contract for the provision of emergency telecoms services to
the UK emergency services. Following 6 contested interim hearings in 20242025,
Airwave discontinued the proceedings and agreed to pay HMGʼs costs shortly
before the expedited trial of the claims.̓
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Joseph has a broad public law practice. He has particular expertise in public law
challenges to major public contracts and commercial ventures and decisions. In
recent years he has acted in a number of the most significant public law cases to
come before the Courts.

Great to work with,
very responsive,
strong strategically
and excellent at
resolving disputes.
He's also very good
with clients as he has
a good sense of
humour.

CHAMBERS & PARTNERS

R Boots Management Services Ltd) v CAC &
SSBIS  R Boots Management Services Ltd) v
The Central Arbitration Committee and the
Secretary of State for Business, Innovation
and Skills
[ 2 0 1 7 ]  E W C A  C I V  6 6

Acting successfully for the Secretary of State for
Business, Innovation and Skills in the Court of Appeal,
establishing that the UKʼs trade union collective
bargaining legislation does not breach Article 11 of the
European Convention on Human Rights.

R National Aids Trust & Local Government
Association) v NHS Commissioning Board and
Secretary of State for Health
[ 2 0 1 6 ]  E W C A  C I V  1 1 0 0

Sole counsel acting successfully for the Secretary of
State in establishing that NHS England has legal power to
commission specialist HIV prevention treatment

Expertise

Public
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R Justice for Health Ltd) v The Secretary of
State for Health; R BMA v Secretary of State
for Health
[ 2 0 1 6 ]  E W H C  2 3 3 8  ( A D M I N )

Acting successfully for the Secretary of State in
defending various judicial review and competition law
challenges to the introduction of a new national model
contract for junior doctors in the NHS.

R Ghulam & Ors) v Secretary of State for the
Home Department
[ 2 0 1 6 ]  E W H C  2 6 3 9  ( A D M I N )

Acting successfully for the Secretary of State in 3-linked
judicial review test cases challenging the rate of financial
support for adult and dependant child asylum seekers.

Attorney-General for the Prince of Wales v
the IC and Mr Michael Bruton
[ 2 0 1 6 ]  U K U T  0 1 5 4  ( A A C )

Acting for Mr Bruton in the upper tribunal in a case
concerning whether the Duchy of Cornwall/Duke of
Cornwall (i.e. Prince Charles) is a public authority under
EU environmental access to information law.

Hotak and others v London Borough of
Southwark and another
[ 2 0 1 5 ]  U K S C  3 0

Acting successfully for the Secretary of State in a leading
case on: (i) the scope of the s.189 Housing Act 1996
‘priority needʼ housing duty, and (ii) the public sector
equality duty.

Achievements

News, Articles & Publications

Editor, 11KBW EU Procurement Law and State aid bulletin

Author, European Law of State Aid, OUP 2016

Author, Tolleyʼs Employment Law, OUP 2016

Education

University of Glasgow, LLB First Class Honours)

Harvard Law School, LLM

Other

Prior to joining the Bar, Joseph was an Associate at Linklaters LLP (working in their London, Hong Kong and Moscow
offices).  While at Linklaters Joseph was recognised by the legal directories as a ‘star of the future .̓
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He is legendary
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He likes a good fight and is
a hard worker. Heʼs great at
giving a clear steer in a
case, and he never sits on
the fence.

CHAMBERS AND PARTNERS
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