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Cecilia is an experienced public law advocate with particular expertise in judicial review
and human rights law.  She has represented clients at all levels and in multiple complex
appeals in the domestic courts, and frequently represented the United Kingdom before
the European Court of Human Rights.  She is a ranked junior in Public and Administrative
Law and Civil Liberties.

Cecilia is a member of the Attorney General’s A Panel. She is a CEDR accredited
mediator.

Specialisms

Public

Cecilia has appeared in public law litigation at all levels in the domestic courts and has
particular experience in complex appeals.  She acts for central and local government,
regulators, ombudsmen and other public bodies, as well as private clients.  She is ranked as a
leading junior in administrative and public law.

Cecilia’s recent public law cases include judicial review challenges to:

Government policy on recovery of benefits overpayments; acting for the Secretary of State
for Work and Pensions

The Prime Minister’s decision that the Home Secretary did not breach the Ministerial Code;
acting for the Prime Minister

Decision to terminate an academy trust funding agreement; acting for the Secretary of
State for Education

Lawfulness of approach to authorisation of use of medicines in the NHS to treat COVID-19;
acting for the Secretary of State for Health

The Office for National Statistics approach to the question “what is your sex” on the 2021
Census; acting for the ONS

Quarantine restrictions for travellers arriving in the UK brought by commercial airlines;
acting for the Secretary of State for Health

Public sector “Exit Payment” regulations and their effect on the Local Government Pension
Scheme; acting for the claimants including a public sector union

In the first part of her career (she was non-practising between 2010 and 2020) Cecilia
appeared in multiple leading public law appeals, including eight appeals before the House of
Lords.  Subjects included:

the application of the Human Rights Act to private care homes;

deaths and detention of civilians in Iraq and Afghanistan;

legality of UK implementation of UN sanctions regimes;

investigation of deaths of patients in secure hospitals;

lawfulness of control orders against suspected terrorists.

Public International Law

Cecilia has experience on the inter-relationship between international and domestic human
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rights law, including in relation to the ECHR, the ICCPR, the Geneva Conventions and
international humanitarian law and resolutions of the UN Security Council.  She has
represented the United Kingdom in multiple cases before the ECtHR.

She has advised and represented the UK Government in relation to issues arising out of military
action in Iraq and Afghanistan and in relation to terrorism, including control orders and
sanctions regimes.

Recent advice includes advice on domestic and international law implications of restricting
public bodies’ powers to act in relation to boycotts, divestment and sanction policies and
practices.

Cecilia co-authored the 2018 report of an inquiry by an All Party Parliamentary Group into the
legality and practice of the UK Government’s use of lethal drone and its co-operation with other
states’ use of lethal drones.

Human Rights

Cecilia has extensive experience in human rights law and is ranked as a leading junior in civil
liberties.  She has advised and represented clients on human rights law in a wide range of
contexts including: social and adult care, welfare benefits, education, pensions, sanctions,
proceeds of crime, prisons and secure hospitals, and military action abroad. She has
represented the United Kingdom in multiple appeals before the European Court of Human
Rights.

Recent cases include human rights challenges to:

Government policy on enforcement of child maintenance; acting for the Secretary of State
for Work and Pensions

Lawfulness of approach to authorisation of use of medicines in the NHS to treat COVID-19;
acting for the Secretary of State for Health

Compatibility with Article 8 and 14 of Government guidance on care home visiting; acting
for the Secretary of State for Health

Compliance with Article 8 in the context of “Maxwellisation” and an independent review ;
acting for the Cabinet Office

Alleged breach of Article 8 and 3 arising out of failure to provide adult social care; acting
for the local authority

Quarantine restrictions for travellers arriving in the UK brought by commercial airlines;
acting for the Secretaries of State for Health and Transport

A1P1 compatibility of public sector “Exit Payment” regulations and their effect on the Local
Government Pension Scheme; acting for the claimants including a public sector union

In the first part of her career (Cecilia did not practice between 2010 and 2020) Cecilia
appeared in multiple leading public law/human rights appeals, including eight before the
House of Lords and two before the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights. 
Subjects included:

the application of the HRA to private care homes;

the extension of the HRA and ECHR to deaths and detention of civilians in Iraq and
Afghanistan;

legality of detention of civilians in Iraq and Afghanistan;

legality of UK implementation of UN sanctions regimes;

duty under Article 2 to investigate deaths of patients in secure hospitals;

compatibility of control orders against suspected terrorists with Articles 5 and 8; and

compatibility of disclosure of spent convictions with Article 8.

Inquests and Inquiries



Cecilia is experienced in judicial review challenges related to inquests and inquiries, including
in relation to deaths and near-deaths in a range of contexts including military action, prisons
and secure hospitals.

Cecilia also has experience in relation to non-statutory inquiries and reviews commissioned by
Government.

Recent experience includes:

Instructed on a detailed review into procurement of armoured vehicles by the Ministry of
Defence

Advising on procedure in relation to a review commissioned by the Prime Minister into
supply chain finance; acting for the Cabinet Office

Information

Cecilia represents central government, local government and other public bodies in sensitive
and complex FOIA and EIR appeals.  Recent appeals concern:

Disclosure of ministerial submissions on reform of judicial review law; acting for the
Ministry of Justice

Disclosure of Cabinet Office papers and principles relating to the convention of collective
responsibility of Ministers of the Crown; acting for the Cabinet Office

Disclosure of information relating to pay and contracting out of public sector services;
acting for the Ministry of Justice

Disclosure of environmental information relating to a railway development; acting for the
local authority

Application of section 14 FOIA (vexatious requests) in relation to serial requests and
harassment of local authority officers; acting for the local authority

Disclosure of information concerning the release of a high-profile prisoner; acting for the
Ministry of Justice

Health and Community Care

Cecilia’s public law practice extends to health and community care matters.  She has advised
and represented local authorities in relation to adult community care services, continuing NHS
care, and care home funding, and central government on wider health related public law
issues. She has expertise in health and community care cases involving allegations of breaches
of the Human Rights Act.

Cecilia’s recent and current cases and advisory work include:

Lawfulness of approach to authorisation of use of medicines in the NHS to treat COVID-19;
acting for the Secretary of State for Health

Lawfulness of government guidance on care home visiting; acting for the Secretary of State
for Health

Judicial review of duty of local authority to provide adult social care where ; acting for the
local authority

Judicial review/mediation dispute concerning review of social care needs and direct payments;
acting for the local authority

Education

Cecilia has a first class degree from Oxford University and a distinction in the diploma in law
from City University.

Other



Cecilia is an an accredited CEDR mediator. Cecilia also has experience as a mediation advocate
in a range of contexts including community care and employment.
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